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1. Introduction
The purpose of this document is to provide essential information to enable you to contact your
Member of Parliament (MP) with concerns about the Syria crisis and to press for greater
engagement by the government.
Whether you are member of the general public, an academic or an aid worker, we hope it is useful in
helping you to start a conversation with your MP.
The document has:
•
•
•
•

Details on how to contact your local MP, and a letter/email template for you to use.
Key facts about the Syria crisis to help in discussions with your MP.
Options for proposed actions that the government and MPs could take.
Links, resources and a reference list.

We have also provided the template letter as a separate word document to make it easy to use.
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2.

Contact your MP

2.1.

Find and contact your MP

Who your MP is depends on where you live. If you don’t know who your MP is, you can use your
postcode or place name to search for their name and find out how to contact them.

Step 1: Go to the MP finder: http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps
Search using your postcode or place name.

Figure 1: MP finder website

Step 2: Go to the MP’s contact page
The Contact Details section will show you how to reach your MP by post, email or phone.

Step 3: Get in touch and make an appointment
MPs usually hold surgeries once a week to give people an opportunity to meet them and discuss
matters of concern. i Contact your MP by phone or email to make an appointment.
Alternatively, you can write to them. We have provided a template for an example letter in section 6
for you to use – please feel free to change the wording.

2.2. Agenda for discussion
1. Introduce yourself and explain why this issue is important to you (e.g. you’re an aid worker,
concerned member of the public, etc.)
2. Outline the conflict in Syria – how long it has been going on and the scale of the
humanitarian crisis
3. Say what you would like the government to do. We’ve given some examples in section 4.
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3. Syria into the 7th year: key facts

Figure 2 Syria key facts

The conflict began after protests in March 2011 ii
BBC News
International humanitarian law is a set of rules which seek to limit the effects of armed conflict on
civilians. It protects persons who are not or are no longer participating in the hostilities. iii
International Committee of the Red Cross
Humanitarian agencies have been refused access to civilians in need with little humanitarian aid
making it to those who need it. iv
United Nations
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4. What can the government do?
4.1. What actions could the government take?
At a basic level we suggest that:
1. MPs should attend all parliamentary discussions on the crisis in Syria.
2. All political parties should consistently push for a resolution to the crisis, and for the government
to play a leading role on the international stage, whether the crisis continues to be in the news
or not.
Below are six examples of actions that the government could take. You may not agree with all of
these actions and may choose to advocate for just some of them. Some of them have already been
presented to the government, discussed in Parliament and reported in the media.
1. Advocate that humanitarian access must be allowed for civilians to receive medical treatment,
food and other essential needs.
2. Track and publicly report aircraft that are bombing civilians. This action has been discussed by
MPs and activist groups in the UK.5
3. Support and implement humanitarian aid airdrops. Alison McGovern MP and John Woodcock
MP have organised a petition to the government to implement airdrops. This is gaining traction,
but there has been little response from the government. 6
4. Implement a no-bombing zone to give an opportunity for humanitarian relief. The White
Helmets 7 are asking for this ‘no-fly zone’ action through a petition. 8
5. Support the convening of an emergency special session at the UN General Assembly. On 1
December 2016 Reliefweb reported on a global civil society appeal to UN Member States for
General Assembly action. 9
6. Advocate that armed actors on any side of the conflict be held to account for violations of
international humanitarian law.

5. Useful links
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Human Rights Watch article – containing facts and figures and an interactive infographic
showing numbers of civilian deaths
DFID factsheet on aid in Syria
European Union (EU) factsheet – an overview of the EU’s humanitarian response
MSF factsheet on the background on the crisis in Syria
Reliefweb factsheet on UN inter-agency humanitarian operations
Rethink Rebuild Society and Syria Solidarity UK are organisations that advocate similar
actions for the government to take.
Joint statement on Aleppo by the leaders of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, the UK and the
United States
UNICEF – Children’s Suffering in Syria at its worst – Press release 13th March 2017

© Aid Works - www.aidworks.org.uk - Aid Works Ltd Company No. 8950939

Page 4

6. Letter template
Insert your name
Insert your address
Insert your postcode
Insert date
Name of MP
Address
Postcode
Re: UK government’s engagement in the Syria crisis
Dear [name of MP] MP,
I am writing to you as [a concerned citizen/a concerned aid worker] about the government’s engagement in the Syria
crisis.
th

The conflict is heading into its 7 year and around 13.5 million people – nearly two-thirds of the original population of Syria
– remain in desperate need of humanitarian assistance. Some 6.6 million people have been internally displaced and 4.9
million live in besieged areas (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, December 2016).
Since the beginning of the conflict, UN resolutions have consistently condemned violations of international humanitarian
law, which is designed to protect civilians caught in the middle of hostilities. The UK government has publicly
stated that it takes this law very seriously.
A recent report found that serious violations of international humanitarian law amounting to war crimes have been
committed by all parties and made recommendations that all parties comply with their obligations under international
human rights and international humanitarian law; and end all sieges and related strategies, including starvation and denial
of access to humanitarian aid, that primarily affect civilians (UN General Assembly, Human Rights Council, February
2017).
In July 2014, United Nations (UN) Resolution 2165 expressed ‘grave alarm at the significant and rapid deterioration of the
humanitarian situation in Syria.’ In December 2015, UN Resolution 2258 stated that ‘the UN has only been able to reach
3.5 per cent of people in besieged areas with health assistance and 0.7 per cent of people with food assistance per month’.
Despite the media attention during the end of 2016, the recent debates on Aleppo and Syria have been poorly attended by
members of all parties.
I ask that as my MP you will:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take part in discussions in the House of Commons on this crisis and help to ensure increased attendance by other
MPs.
Ensure that your party consistently pushes for a resolution to this crisis, and for the UK government to play a leading
role on the international stage, whether it is in the news or not.
Advocate that humanitarian access must be allowed to civilian populations.
Advocate that armed actors on any side of the conflict be held to account for violations of international humanitarian
law.

I would appreciate if you would reply to my letter, stating which of the above actions you will be taking.
I would like to meet in person to discuss these issues with you further/I would be happy to meet in person if you wish to
discuss any of these issues.
Yours sincerely,
[insert name]
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